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Geographers and students of political science alike seldom
appear to realize that the world pattern of States, and in
consequence their boundaries, have been imposed on a pre-
existing physical background and that this imposition has
carried the quality of arbitrariness. The search for "natural
boundaries" has been nugatory because linear limits do not
exist in nature, although in many cases the expressed desire
for them has served as a cloak for expansionist activities, in
particular where physical features appear to give strategic or
economic advantages.
This is especially true of Europe with its congeries of
States, of great variety in area and population, and where too
much history is remembered in so far as claims to boundaries
are often based on an earlier pattern of organization, which is
out of tune with present conditions. In the "New World",
including the Americas, Africa and Australia, the relative
* 'emptiness'' of the land, the absence of nationalism and the
almost complete lack of geographical knowledge resulted in the
establishment of geometrical boundaries which were satis-
factory enough in the colonial stage, since there was abundant
space for expansion, and pressure on these wholly arbitrary-
dividing lines was non-existent. On the whole, these boundaries,
whether international or internal, have continued to be satis-
factory divides, but not because of any intrinsic merits they
possess. Whether they have been parts of meridians, or of
other great circles, or of lines of latitude, or whether they have
been drawn parallel to coastlines, as in the case of the Alaska-
British Columbia boundary, their successful functioning has
been an expression of the character and relationships of the
States which they divide, and these have, in general, been
primarily concerned with their own internal organization and
consolidation.
It remains to be seen if such boundaries will continue to be
mutually acceptable as the various States become more highly
developed, more closely populated and take a greater share
in world affairs. The Canada-U.S.A. boundary is continuing
to function smoothly, but in South America, where it is signifi-
cant that most of the States' limits are associated with physical
features, there have been numerous boundary disputes, some